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title of the book, "Modern Minds," is an accident. I
have written some twenty volumes. I wanted to ar-
range a selection for abroad on well-known person-
alities, and thus it came into being, A good -deal in it
cost me much study; for instance, the essay on Tegner,
which is the first true account of him. Ibsen as a per-
sonality will be sure to interest you. He is unfor-
tunately not as a man equal to what he is as a poet.
In thought he was much influenced by Kierkegaard,
and has remained saturated with theology. Bjornson
in his last phase has become a mere vulgar lay-
preacher. I have not published any book for more
than three years. I have been too unhappy. These
three years have been the hardest of my life, and I see
no sign of things becoming more cheerful in the fu-
ture. Yet I now intend to start the sixth volume of
my "Main Currents," and also to publish another
book. It will take much time. I have taken hearty
delight in all the fresh books from you, and have
dipped into them and read here and there* Your
youthful productions are of great value to me; they
make everything much easier to understand. I can
now climb comfortably the stairs that lead up to the
tower of your intellect. T began too precipitately with
"Zarathustra." I would rather ascend steadily and
slowly than plunge headlong as into a sea. The essay
by Hillebrand I knew, and I had also read some years
ago bitter attacks on your book on Strauss. I am
grateful to you for the phrase, "Culture-pMlistine."
I had no notion that it originated with you, I do not
take umbrage at your scarifying criticism of Strauss,
though I cherish a pious regard for the old gentle-